* Queen Saw's Harangue *
called off when the country became unsuitable foi
horses. As nothing more could be done, the Tartars
withdrew, but left a garrison in Pagan. It was clear that
they intended to wait until the situation settled down,
when they would recognise any man, prince or other-
wise, who had the support of the country and who
would hold it as a king tributary to Kublai Khan, in the
sense of the letter which had so much upset Narathi-
hapate,

The Prome-Min had already made it clear that he
considered himself that man. He had even, as has been
said, sounded Queen Saw through third parties, for she
was the most influential person in the country, and if
she joined him the whole court and all the leading men
would follow. But she had refused even to consider the
project. One practical reason was that she had no opin-
ion of the prince, and she had many other reasons. For
instance, if the prince succeeded, his mother, a stupid
tiresome woman who was now fourth queen, would
move into a dominating position. Queen Saw felt that,
even if left with the title of Chief Queen, she would
never be able to work satisfactorily with two people
like that. But she had a further reason, a less practical
and more intimate reason. She was not going to stoop
to betray Narathihapate when he was down. She did
not love him, like him, respect him, she could hardly
bear him, but she could not visualise herself going over
to his son, deserting the man she had propped up all
these years, handing him over, perhaps to death, cer-
tainly to degradation.

What then did she propose to do? No one could be-
lieve that Narathihapate had any chance of recovering
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